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Presidential Message
The executive committee of the NYRSPS held its first

meeting of 2003 on February 13th. A variety of important
subjects were discussed.

The website of the society was introduced in 2002. As a
result of this presence on the internet, our ability to publicize
meetings and to reach our colleagues was facilitated.
Attendance at meetings and membership in the society thereby
dramatically increased during the past year. The website will be
expanded and improved in 2003 which we expect will further
improve community visibility and increase public awareness.

Members are encouraged to use the
society's web address to e-mail topics of
interest to our membership. Anyone interested
in doing this should contact the chair of the
website committee by e-mail and follow the
procedure in place.

Medical malpractice litigation remains an
issue of paramount importance.The executive
committee has instituted a program enabling
us to track expert testimony elicited in these
cases. The ASPS has recently formed a task
force to study expert witness in light of the
standard for scientific evidence as established
in the landmark case of Daubert v. Merrell
Dow Pharmaceuticals. The purpose of the
task force is to examine expert testimony
given by board certified plastic surgeons who
are members of the ASPS. If the testimony
amounts to “ junk science” and in a material
way depart from fundamental scientific norms
upon which there is a consensus throughout
the medical/scientific community, the ASPS
will take the appropriate steps to hold the
offender accountable. Public censure of two
members of the society has already occurred.

Every doctor should know that Daubert
is possibly the most important case to involve
scientific evidence in seventy years. Suffice to
say that courts will go a long way in admitting
expert testimony deduced from well-
recognized scientific principles or discovery.

However, according to Daubert, the principle
must be sufficiently established to have gained
general acceptance in the particular field in
which it belongs.

The ethics committee of the NYRSPS will
scrutinize sworn testimony by board certified
surgeons in New York (city or state) to insure
its members that testifying plastic surgeons
offer opinions consistent with generally
accepted scientific principles.

If a member of ASPS provides testimony
which does not meet the Daubert standards,
committee evaluation and court testimony will
be forwarded to the Task Force for review and
action. New Jersey and Connecticut plastic
surgeons will be recruited to participate and
contribute to this important effort.

I urge you to join the society so that by
working together we can add luster to our
profession by continuing our medical
education,better serving of our patients and by
consistently reinforcing values embodied by the
Hippocratic oath. By acting in concert we can
develop a full appreciation of the legal system
and the rules of laws which, fairly and
knowledgeably applied, ought to be a bulwark
against baseless allegations of malpractice. If
true science reins the medical profession and
the public will benefit to an incalculable degree.
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Norman H. Schulman, MD and Paula Moynahan, MD,
President of the New York Regional Society 

of Plastic Surgeons

Ted E. Lockwood, MD, Franklin DiSpaotro, MD,
Dennis J. Hurwitz,MD, Mitchell S. Roslin, MD,
Alan Matarasso, MD, Gregory Rauscher, MD,

John Hunter, MD  (left to right)

Donald Wood-Smith, MD and Steven Wallach, MD 
at the 20002 Winter Meeting

John Hunter, MD receives a plaque of appreciation for his
work as President from Gregory Rauscher, MD

Winter Meeting
December 6, 2003

HOLD THEDATE  - Will Include the Nojorova Lecture
The Nojarova Lecture may represent the first
lectureship devoted to the contributions of women
plastic surgeons. It is named after Dr. Paula Nojarova
and funded by her husband, Dr. Haskell Elis. It is held
on a bi-annual basis. Paula Nojarova was born in 1914
in Bulgaria. She was fluent in French, German,
Croatian, Bulgarian, Czech, Russian and English, and
conversational in Spanish and Italian. In 1940 she went
to Prague and became a member of Dr. Franstisek
BurianÕs group, the largest plastic surgery clinic in
Eastern Europe at the time. Though unhappy with the

Communist philosophy,she was ordered to return back
to Bulgaria. However, Paula was able to surreptitiously
get off the train at the wrong railroad station in Zagreb,
Yugoslavia. From there she obtained safe passage to
Venezuela. Paula came to the United States and worked
with Dr. John M. Converse and Dr. Blair Rogers at the
Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery - NYU
Medical Center. She had a special interest in facial
disfigurement.She published numerous articles on cleft
lip and palate and facial reconstruction. Paula passed
away in May 1986 at the age of 72.


